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Video is a powerful tool for:

 Entertainment: films, series, shows

 Education: e-learning content

 Advertising & marketing: commercials, product 
demos, explainer videos

 Medical & engineering training or instruction

 Public service announcements & government 
campaigns

 News & information: broadcasts, non-fiction material





TRANSLATION

 Dubbing
 Voice-over
 Subtitling

ACCESSIBILITY

 Audio description
 Subtitles for the Deaf 

and Hard-of-Hearing 
(SDH)





 Improved comprehension
 Cultural adaptation
 SEO friendly
 Increased engagement
 Branding
 Legal compliance



Unknown source



 Font size, type & color
 Number of lines: up to 2
 Positioning: bottom
 Characters per line: up to 42

This siubtitle is too small to read. The colour does not help either.

Still from Breakfast at Tiffany's



ChatGPT is based on large language models
and is fine-tuned with learning techniques.

http://openai.com





 Audience
▪ Age

▪ Hearing status

▪ Education

▪ Familiarity with source language

 Material
▪ Specialized vocabulary

▪ Important visuals

 Medium
▪ Screen size

▪ Surroundings CPS



Subtitles draw the viewers’ attention away from the visuals

Romero-Fresco, 2012

Without subtitles With subtitles



 Maximum number
 Varies depending on language and medium

▪ Japanese: 4 cps

▪ Scandinavian countries: 12 cps

▪ Netflix (most languages): 17 cps



 In and out times

▪ synchronized with the audio

 Duration

▪ min. 1 sec

▪ max. 6 sec



Time in Time out

HH:MM:SS:FF



Stills from The Sound of Music





 Extending the subtitle
 Closing the gaps and subtitle chaining 

(2-frame gap)
 Merging subtitles









 Complete meaning in each subtitle
 Preference for longer two-liners instead of short 

“flashing” subtitles
 Maintaining a rhythm
 Unambiguous, uncomplicated structures



Linguistic units
should be kept together

both within the subtitle 
and across subtitles.





Machine translated subtitle Rewritten subtitle



 Reformulate

▪ Syntax (positive<->negative, declarative <-> interrogative)

▪ Synonyms

 Omit

▪ Filler words, vocatives, exclamations, repetitions, etc

 Merge dialogues







Thank you!
www.linkedin.com/in/sokoli

sokoli@cti.gr

https://www.linkedin.com/in/sokoli/

