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Arabic is a Right to left “RTL” language. 

Official language in more than 20 countries.

More than 400 million speakers.

There are no "capital" letters in Arabic. 

Activity Time

How many facts from the below did you hear 
before? 
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Intro into Arabic Localization

Info about the Arabic language

§ Arabic is a right to left language and a bi-directional language: both writing scripts with different 

directions (left-to-right and right-to-left)

§ Official language in more than 20 countries and have more than 400 million speakers.

§ For Arabic script language, expect Approx. 30% text expansion when translating.

§ Arabic does not support abbreviations.

§ Arabic does not have upper case and lower case letters.
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Intro into Arabic Localization

§ Arabic numbers can be written in two ways either with Arabic number (Latin shape) or Arabic 

Indic/Hindi numbers.

§ The use of Western and Eastern Arabic numerals varies among countries and regions and even 

among areas within the same country or region.

§ When UI changes from one direction to another, numbers are not mirrored.

Info about Arabic Numbers

www.saudisoft.com

Arabic Number (Latin shape)

Arabic Indic/Hindi numbers



Arabic diacritics

Why are Arabic diacritics important to the localization community?

§ It plays a critical role when it comes to Arabic MSA voice over.

§ To clear ambiguity in written/translated projects.

§ Text to speech service.

§ Also known as ArabicText Discretization (ATD).

§ Signs written below or above the letter.

§ Different pronunciation.

What are Arabic diacritics?
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Arabic diacritics

Effect of Arabic diacritics on translation

مَلعَ
Flag

مَلِعَ
To know
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Arabic diacritics

To summarize :

§ Arabic diacritics plays a critical role when it comes to Arabic MSA localization.

§ To clear ambiguity in written/translated projects.

§ It’s important to have a language monitor for Arabic MSA dubbing projects.

§ It affects text to speech services.
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Arabic dialects

Different Arabic dialects :
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MSA Local 
dialects

vs



Local Arabic dialects :

• The spread of the Arabic language through 
different Middle Eastern countries.

• Colonization.

• Regional and Geography variation.
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• North African countries:
§ ( Moroccan, Algerian & Tunisian)

• Gulf Countries:
§ ( Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Bahrain)

• Levantine Countries:
§ ( Lebanon, Jordan, Syria & Palestine)

• Egyptian dialect

Local Arabic dialects :
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MSA Modern standard Arabic

MSA dialect introduction:
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• MSA stands for Modern standard Arabic.

• It refers to eloquent speech ( light Fusah)

• It is understood by all Arab countries along 

with their local Arabic dialect.

• Taught in schools. 

• The preferred dialect to select when you 

consider learning Arabic.



What to consider when choosing your project Arabic dialect?

§ What message you want to deliver and to whom?

§ Project domain and subject.

§ What are you localizing?
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MSA for different domains

Legal

Contract

Legal Marketing and Media ads

TV Ads

Recommended Arabic dialects
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Pepsi ad with Gulf dialect Pepsi ad in Egyptian dialect
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Website Arabic dialect localization

H&M-UAE H&M- Egypt
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Media Arabic dialect localization

Movie Name Type Voiceover Dialect Platform

Red Notice Movie Syrian Netflix

Coco Animation MSA &Egyptian Disney +

Turning Red Animation MSA &Egyptian Disney +

The Adam 
Project Movie Syrian Netflix

Kung Fu Panda Animation MSA Netflix

Subtitles are always in MSA!
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To summarize

Country's local dialect Modern Standard Arabic dialect

§ Social media Marketing and 
advertisements.

§ TV Ads.
§ Can be used in Movies or series. 

§ Newspapers and broadcasting news.
§ Localizing official speeches.
§ Official Education material.
§ Medical documents, reports, Medicine 

leaflet.
§ Legal documents, formal speeches.
§ Books.
§ Website.
§ Official documents. 
§ Video Games.

Recommended Arabic dialects
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What to consider 
when localizing for 
the Middle East?



Background information

• Weekends are different:

• Fridays and Saturdays in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Jordon, Qatar, Etc.

• Saturdays and Sundays in UAE, Lebanon, Morocco, Tunisia

• Major languages include: Arabic, Turkish, Persian, Hebrew, Kurdish

• Major holidays include Ramadan, Eid Al Fitr, Eid Al Adha and Christmas.

• Ramadan significance and its effect on human behavior.

• Culture, family, heritage and religion are really important.

What to consider when 
localizing for the Middle East?
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Censorship

• Censorship plays a huge role in the Middle East.

• Cultural sensitivities include:

• Inappropriate clothing

• Sexual content/LGBT

• Encouraging violence

• Depictions of alcohol or drug use

• Sensitive content: political, moral, and religious
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• Increasing use of technology & social media over the years.

• The number of mobile internet users in MENA exceeded 300 million in 2021.

• Smartphone adoption is growing  and expected to increase from 77% in 2021 to 84% in 2025.

• Social media usage- with UAE and Saudi Arabia being among the top 20 countries with social 

media users around the world.

• Social media preferred platforms differ from country to country.

Technology Usage
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Social media usage 
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Youtube

Facebook

Tiktok

Instagram

Snapchat

Twitter

Social Media Platform Usage in Millions*

Egypt Saudi Arabia United Arab Emirates

* Numbers obtained from “We Are Social” reports

What to consider when 
localizing for the Middle East? 
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Booming industries

• Ecommerce

• UAE & Saudi Arabia fastest growing.

• Retail & fashion.

• Gaming

• The Middle East and Africa’s Y-O-Y Growth rate is 10.1%.

• Esports consumption estimated to reach $6.8 billion by 2030.

• Media

• Introduction of Disney+.

• Spotify and its localization strategy.
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Localizing Social Media Platforms

Local Aspects in Localization
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Celebrities in commercials

Local Aspects in Localization

Snickers Egypt Snickers USA
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Localizing for different countries in Middle East

Local Aspects in Localization

§ You’re not you when you are hungry- the slogan was localized in Egyptian & Saudi Arabian dialect.

§ Egypt/USA wide use of celebrities vs slogan in Saudi Arabia is the selling point.

Snickers Egypt Snickers Saudi Arabia
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Localizing for different countries in Middle East

Local Aspects in Localization

Spotify- Kuwait Spotify- Egypt
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Celebrities in Games

Local Aspects in Localization
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Incorporating Holidays

Local Aspects in Localization
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Use of Models in localized websites

Local Aspects in Localization
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Identifying issues in 
Arabic Localization



Identifying Issues in Arabic Localization

How Arabic should look
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Identifying Issues in Arabic Localization

How Arabic localization should look
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Identifying Issues in Arabic Localization

How to easily identify mistakes
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Identifying Issues in Arabic Localization

Errors in symbols

üQuestion mark is mirrored

ü Percentage is after the number

English Arabic

who? ؟نم

English Arabic

12% ١٢٪
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Identifying Issues in Arabic Localization

Errors in Symbols
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Identifying Issues in Arabic Localization

Broken text

§ Arabic text is joined- considered cursive, where letters are connected.

§ Main issues arise from copy/pasting.

§ Tool/Font does not support Arabic.
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Identifying Issues in Arabic Localization

Which of the below images is correct? 

A BOR
www.saudisoft.com



Identifying Issues in Arabic Localization

Which of the below images is correct? 

A BOR
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Identifying Issues in Arabic Localization

Which of the below images is correct? 

A BOR
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Identifying Issues in Arabic Localization

The Quality Studio (TQS)

§ Free tool that can detect bi-di issues in text

§ Access the tool by signing up on tqs.saudisoft.com 
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Localizing for the Middle East

Conclusion

§ Diacritics can affect your localized project.

§ Middle East countries are usually grouped depending on geography and similar dialects.

§ We recommend certain dialects or use of MSA for different domains. 

§ There are key holidays celebrated in the region. 

§ Censorship in the region is something you should always consider.

§ There has been an increasing use of technology & social media over the years.

§ Incorporating celebrities, holidays and cultural aspects in localization. 

§ Right to left issues-reading order, broken text and errors in symbols that you can easily pinpoint. 

§ Introduction of TQS tool and how it can assist you detect bi-di issues in the text.
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Thank You

Contact us on:

+02 01061718712www.saudisoft.com

Saudisoft-Translation & Localization Services bdm@saudisoft.com


